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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

126,  London  Road, 
Boston. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1953. 

Once  again  the  health  conditions  of  the  District  give  cause  for  satis- 
faction. The  statistics  given  in  the  following  pages  show  that  there  has 
been  a further  slight  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate,  the  adjusted  rate  of  18.1 
per  1,000  of  the  population  comparing  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of 
15.5.  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  Death  Rate  shows  an 
increase  over  the  figure  for  last  year,  the  adjusted  rate  being  1 1 .5  which  is 
approximately  the  same  as  that  given  for  England  and  Wales,  namely 
11.4.  It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however,  an  excess  of  149  births  over  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  District. 

There  has  been  a significant  increase  in  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  occurring  in  the  District  although  this  was  almost  entirely  due 
to  an  epidemic  of  Measles  which  resulted  in  682  cases  being  notified. 

The  number  of  new  houses  continues  to  increase  resulting  in  addi- 
tional responsibilities  for  the  collection  of  house  refuse,  a service  which  is 
already  fully  extended  allowing  no  margin  for  breakdown  of  men  or 
machines. 

Important  legislation  is  being  considered  by  the  Government 
involving  the  decontrol  of  the  Meat  Industry,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Bill,  and  a Bill  to  Amend  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Should  this  proposed 
legislation  become  law,  it  will  place  considerable  additional  responsibility 
on  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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Finally,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support,  and  to  acknowledge  the  assist- 
ance given  to  me  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  all  other  officials 
of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  SMEATON, 

June,  1954.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 84,398 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 

for  1953)  21,120 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . . . 6,735 

Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  3.14 
Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  . . . . .25 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  . . . . .08 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  . . . . . . £235 


Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . £62,803 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District  have  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude)  17.7 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  (adjusted)  18.1 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . . . 20.9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  . . . . 10.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted)  . . . . 11.5 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  . . . . 5.2 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  16.0 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 16.4 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  ; 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  13.3 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  13.7 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics  both  the  crude 
birth  and  death  fates  are  given  together  with  the  rates  after  adjustment 
by  the  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General,  and  are  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment 
to  allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population 
in  different  areas.  Consequently,  the  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates 
enable  a more  accurate  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  corresponding 
rates  in  other  areas. 

It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be  attached 
to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  {e.g.,  infant  mortality) 
and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with  those  in  other  areas,  or  with 
earlier  years  may  have  little  statistical  significance. 

POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  for  the 
mid-year,  21,120  shows  an  increase  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
which  was  20,740.  The  number  of  births  for  the  year  exceeded  the 
number  of  deaths  by  149. 

BIRTHS  : 

A total  of  375  live  births  (187  males,  188  females)  were  registered 
during  1953.  The  resulting  crude  birth  rate  of  17.7  per  1,000  of  the 
population  and  adjusted  rate  of  18.1  are  slightly  higher  than  the  corres- 
ponding rates  for  last  year  which  were  17.2  and  17.5.  The  birth  rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1953  was  15.5. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  10  (6  males,  4 females) 
which  is  2.7%  of  the  total  live  births.  The  total  illegitimate  live  births 
in  1952  was  19. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  8 still  births  registered  (1  male,  7 females)  giving  a still 
birth  rate  of  20.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  as  compared  with 
37.8  in  1952. 

Taken  as  a rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  a figure  of 
0.38  per  1,000  is  arrived  at,  which  is  approximately  the  same  as  the  rate 
given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 
namely  0.35. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  two  deaths  under  this  heading  in  1953,  the  resulting 
death  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  being  5.2. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (3  males,  3 
females),  the  resulting  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  being  16.0  as 
compared  with  22.5  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1953  was  26.8. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age  was  5 (2  males, 
3 females)  giving  a death  rate  of  13.3  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared 
with  14.0  in  1952. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  : 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  District  after  deduction 
of  those  occurring  in  non-residents  and  addition  of  deaths  of  residents 
which  occurred  outside  the  District  was  226.  This  figure  gives  a crude 
death  rate  of  10.7  and  an  adjusted  rate  of  1 1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
a slight  increase  on  the  rates  for  1952  which  were  9.7  and  10.5  respectively. 

The  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1953  was  11.4. 


No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1953. 


Cause  of  Death 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease  . . 

Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 

Diabetes  . . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 


3 3 

1 — 


1 — 

4 2 

3 1 

— 1 

8 5 

1 1 

17  25 

11  6 

2 3 
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Cause  of  Death 


Males  Females 


No. 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  . . 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  . . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


19  21 

8 1 

5 2 

5 6 

12  1 

1 — 

1 — 

3 1 

4 — 

— 2 

15  13 

2 — 

3 — 

2 — 

— 1 


ALL  CAUSES  131  95 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Lincoln.  Samples  of  ice  cream  and 
water  have  been  regularly  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene, 
London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical  examinations  of  water 
samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

Samples  of  effluents  from  the  Council  Housing  Estates  sewage  works 
have  been  examined  by  the  Department’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  using  a 
Field  Testing  Outfit. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland  County 
Council  through  the  County  Transport  Department. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 
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TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  provision  and 
administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  is  variously  delegated 
to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried  out  at 
the  Health  Centre,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Council.  Further  details  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies 
dealt  with  will  be  found  in  the  next  section  of  this  Report. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  the  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

HOSPITALS  ; 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  Boston  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital  — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston  — Orthopedic  and  Acute  General. 

Boston  Isolation  Hospital  and  Sanatorium  — Infectious  and  Chest 

Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston  — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton  — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital  — Sick  Children. 

Bargate  Physiotherapy  Centre,  Boston  — Physiotherapy. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47  — REMOVAL 
TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE 
AND  ATTENTION  : 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  the  numbers  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths  : 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1953. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

4 

4 

4 

Nil 

Non-Paralytic 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

155 

155 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery 

30 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

13 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

682 

682 

1 

Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

29 

29 

4 

Nil 

Scabies 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

20 

19 

2 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

95 

95 

2 

Nil 

A total  of  1,034  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  as  occurring 
in  the  District  during  the  year.  This  figure  which  was  considerably  higher 
than  the  345  cases  notified  in  1952  was  chiefly  the  result  of  an  epidemic 
of  Measles  and  the  high  incidence  of  this  complaint,  which  coincided  with 
a heavy  epidemic  in  the  Borough  of  Boston,  resulted  in  682  cases  being 
reported  in  the  District.  Approximately  95%  of  the  cases  occurred 
during  the  period  February  — July. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April  an  outbreak  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  occurred  amongst  pupils  of  the  Tower  Road  School,  Boston 
which  also  involved  children  and  adults  residing  in  the  Rural  District. 

There  were  16  families  affected  in  the  Rural  District  involving  66 
people  of  whom  26  were  found  to  be  positive  cases.  These  families  were 
scattered  over  a wide  area  in  Fishtoft  and  during  a period  of  1 1 weeks, 
335  specimens  of  faeces  were  collected  before  the  outbreak  was  finally 
controlled.  The  source  of  the  epidemic  was  not  traced. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  71 1 visits  in  connection 
with  investigation  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  18  disinfections 
were  carried  out. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ; 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control  of 
Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  Central  Lincolnshire  Chest  Unit. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year. 
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Age 

Groups 

New  Cases 

Dec 

ths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 





— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 



— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

5—15 

3 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

14 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— , 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  treatment  continue 
to  be  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  the  cost  of  such  treatments 
in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children  being  charged  to  the 
District  Council.  Should  medical  practitioners  request  treatment  for 
patients,  arrangements  in  force  ensure  that  details  of  notifications  are 
immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council  thus  ensuring  that  infected 
persons  receive  early  treatment. 

Two  cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  during  the  year,  treatment  in 
one  instance  being  provided  by  the  patient’s  own  doctor  whilst  the 
remaining  case  was  treated  at  the  Health  Centre. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  : 

All  immunisation  work  within  the  District  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Holland  County  Council.  Below  are  given  details  of  the  number 
of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  . . . . . . 240 

Children  5-14  years  of  age  . . . . . . . . 11 

251 

Children  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing  injection  . . 230 

The  251  primary  immunisations  comprise  235  Combined  Prophy- 
lactics and  16  immunisations  which  were  against  Diphtheria  alone. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  relation  to  the  child 
population  is  as  follows  : 

Under  5 population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  48.4% 

5 - 14  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  72.3% 

These  figures  are  much  below  the  safety  figure  recommended  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  which  is  75  % of  the  babies  under  the  age  of  1 year. 
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A better  response  on  the  part  of  parents  is  strongly  urged  as  the  absence 
of  Diphtheria  is  conditional  upon  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  level 
of  immunisation. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr,  W.  R.  Beardall,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineer, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  Rural  Water  Supply. 

1 . Statistics. 

Length  of  mains  laid  during  the  year  . . . . . . 21,318  yds. 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use  . . . . . . 354|  miles 

Domestic  consumption  of  water  . . . . 99,277,080  gallons 

Average  daily  consumption  per  house  . . . . . . 56  gallons 

Estimated  consumption  per  person  per  day  . . . . 14.6  gallons 

Number  of  domestic  consumers  . . . . . . 4,857 

Number  of  properties  supplied  by  meter  . . . . 1,568 

2.  Particulars  of  number  of  dwellings  supplied. 

Parish  Dwellings 

Algarkirk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 

Amber  Hill  . . . . . . . . 145 

Bicker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

Benington  . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

Brothertoft  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  138 

Butterwick  . . . . . . . . . . . . 173 

Fishtoft  . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 

Fosdyke  . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

Frampton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 377 

Freiston  . . . . . . . . . . . . 296 

Harts  Grounds  and  Pelhams  Lands  . . . . 25 

Kirton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 905 

Leverton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 

Old  Leake  . . . . . . . . . . . . 455 

Sutterton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 

Swineshead  . . . . . . . . . . . . 539 

Wigtoft  . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 

Wrangle  . . . . . . . . . . . • 365 

Wyberton  . . . . . . . . . . . . 581 

3.  Water  Analysis. 

35  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  at  various  points  in  the 
District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  analysis 
to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  or  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  In  every  case  the  result  showed  the 
water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 
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Representative  results  of  anlyses  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  taken  at  the  Water  Tower,  Sutterton. 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days  37  C, 

0 per  100ml. 

(b)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  taken  at  Main  Road,  Leverton. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days  37  C, 
0 per  1 00ml. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  ON  THE 
WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  GENERAL  DIRECTION  OF 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


HOUSING. 


SUMMARY  OF  NEW  DWELLINGS  COMPLETED  DURING  1953. 

Council  Houses. 

Parish 

Algarkirk 

2 

Bicker  . . 

4 

Fishtoft 

36 

Frampton 

10 

Fosdyke 

2 

Kirton 

46 

Leverton 

8 

Sutterton 

6 

Wigtoft 

6 

Wyberton 

23 

143 

Private  Enterprise 

. . 

, , 

52 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act 

• • 

• ' 

8 

203 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects. 

(Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act)  . . . . 27 

Number  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 3 

Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 24 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS. 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  . . . . . , 26 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  Section  9, 

Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  11,  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  upon  which  action  was  taken  ..  10 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  stating  that  the  premises 
would  not  again  be  used  for  human  habitation  until 
rendered  fit  in  all  respects  . . . . . . . . 8 

Number  of  houses  which  have  been  rendered  fit  in  all 
respects  and  upon  which  the  Undertaking  previously 
accepted  has  been  cancelled  . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  during  the  year  . . 5 


DRAINAGE. 

HOUSING  ESTATE  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES. 

A commencement  was  made  on  the  installation  of  the  Council's 
first  main  sewerage  schemes  and  by  the  close  of  the  year  a considerable 
amount  of  excavating  and  drain  laying  had  been  done,  though  it  will  be 
many  months  before  the  system  will  be  operating. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  at  London  Roadi 
Wyberton,  Toot  Lane,  Fishtoft  and  Woodthorpe  Avenue,  Fishtoft  must 
continue  to  be  served  by  the  large  collecting  chambers.  Two  cesspool 
emptying  vehicles  are  engaged  full  time  on  emptying  these  chambers  and 
the  assistance  of  a third  vehicle  is  now  frequently  needed  as  more  new 
dwellings  are  completed. 

Samples  of  effluents  for  analysis  have  been  taken  at  frequent 
intervals  from  each  of  the  Council’s  eleven  sewage  disposal  plants.  In 
most  cases,  the  effluents  were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory  for  discharge 
into  waterv/ays.  All  the  plants  were  desludged  at  intervals  of  approxi- 
mately nine  weeks. 
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DRAIN  TESTING. 


The  number  of  lengths  of  new  drains  tested  and  passed  during  the 
year  was  261. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  service,  carried  out  by  4 vehicles,  has  continued  to  give  a 9-10 
day  collection  throughout  the  Council’s  District,  except  on  occasions 
when  breakdowns  have  caused  delays. 

The  number  of  houses  erected  continues  to  increase  year  by  year 
with  the  result  that  this  service  is  working  at  full  capacity.  This  allows 
no  margin  for  delays  caused  by  mechanical  breakdowns  which  are  now 
becoming  more  frequent  due  to  the  age  and  continuous  use  of  the  vehicles. 
Nor  does  it  allow  for  the  carting  of  soil  when  available  for  sealing  off 
refuse  tips. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  consideration  will  have  to  be 
given  to  the  purchase  of  a new  refuse  collecting  vehicle  and  to  retaining 
the  displaced  vehicle  for  use  in  case  of  emergency  and  for  soil  carting, 
if  the  present  standard  of  collection  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  outer  parts  of  the  District  have  a distinct  tendency  to  become 
more  urban  in  character,  as  a result  of  which  the  volume  of  refuse  is 
likely  to  increase.  It  is  not  possible  to  maintain  the  collection  service 
by  employing  additional  labour  as  the  vehicles  now  in  use  are  not  con- 
structed to  carry  additional  men,  consequently  an  important  factor  to 
consider  when  purchasing  a new  vehicle  would  be  to  ensure  sufficient 
carrying  capacity  for  employees,  and,  in  order  to  cut  down  running  costs 
an  increase  in  cubic  capacity  which  would  reduce  the  number  of  journeys 
from  the  point  of  collection  to  the  Refuse  Tips. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year  was  in  the  region  of  4,000  tons. 

The  estimated  cost  of  collection  per  house  was  25/2d.  for  1953, 
compared  with  25/6d.  for  1952,  and  the  cost  per  house  per  collection 
was  unchanged  at  7|d. 

SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  2 cesspool  emptying  vehicles  specially 
equipped  for  the  purpose,  each  having  a team  of  driver  and  two  assistants. 

One  of  these  vehicles,  a Dennis,  purchased  in  1946,  has  travelled 
over  80,000  miles  and  consideration  may  have  to  be  given  to  its  replace- 
ment. This  problem  may  solve  itself  when  the  sump  serving  the  Wyberton 
Estate  no  longer  requires  emptying  by  cesspool  emptying  vehicles. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  it  may  then  be  good  policy  to  transfer  a vehicle 
from  the  Cesspool  Service  to  pail  emptying. 

Over  two  thousand  dwellings  take  advantage  of  the  service.  The 
average  period  between  collections  has  been  maintained  at  5 days. 

Disposal  is  by  composting  with  straw  in  “ Pans  ” constructed 
for  this  purpose.  The  finished  compost  is  used  as  manure. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  Service  per  house  was  £2/0/7d.  for  1953, 
compared  with  £2/0/5d.  for  1952.  The  cost  of  collection  per  house 
remained  at  7fd. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

This  service,  in  addition  to  carrying  out  the  emptying  of  cesspools, 
septic  tanks  and  vaults,  is  required  to  desludge  the  Council’s  eleven 
sewage  disposal  plants  at  9 weekly  intervals  and  remove  all  effluent  daily 
from  the  three  large  sumps  serving  estates  at  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton. 

The  demand  for  this  service  during  the  past  year  has  been  even 
greater  than  ever.  In  April  the  Council  purchased  a further  vehicle, 
making  four  now  in  use  on  this  Service. 

During  the  year,  1,160  premises  were  given  a free  service  and  879 
premises  were  visited  on  a chargeable  basis.  The  total  number  of  vehicle 
loads  of  effluent  removed  from  cesspools,  vaults  and  Housing  Estate 
Plants  and  Sumps  was  10,160,  or  about  six  million  gallons. 

Since  the  1st  August,  1952,  private  and  Council  dwellings,  with 
certain  exceptions,  have  been  allowed  one  free  service  during  every 
18  months.  There  have  been  a number  of  instances  of  drainage  diffi- 
culties during  the  past  year  necessitating  the  emptying  of  cesspools  at 
the  expense  of  the  occupiers  and  resulting  in  hardship  in  some  cases. 
In  view  of  this  it  is  suggested  that  consideration  be  given  to  reducing 
this  period  from  18  months  to  12  months  at  an  early  date,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity for  such  action  may  occur  when  the  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft  Sewer- 
age Schemes  come  into  operation. 

SALVAGE. 

A trailer  is  drawn  by  each  refuse  collection  vehicle  to  enable  paper 
and  textiles  suitable  for  salvage  to  be  kept  separate  from  the  household 
refuse.  Sorting  and  baling  of  the  materials  so  collected  is  carried  out  at 
the  Mount  Bridge  Depot  by  two  female  workers. 

The  demand  for  Paper  Salvage  was  much  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year  and  by  April  the  price  had  dropped  to  £4  per  ton  compared  with 
£16  twelve  months  earlier. 

The  amount  of  paper  disposed  of  was  only  6 tons  less  yet  the  revenue 
dropped  by  some  eight  hundred  pounds  below  the  figure  for  1952. 
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From  information  supplied  by  the  mills  it  seems  there  is  reason  to 
hope  for  at  least  some  improvement  in  price  in  the  immediate  future. 


Details  of  materials  sold  during  1953  are  as  follows  : 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 

Woollens 

Rags  . . 

Bagging 

Miscellaneous 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

147  2 0 

2 1 

5 8 2 

3 16  0 


156  8 3 


£ s.  d. 
627  5 6 
14  6 10 
129  2 0 
45  8 3 
2 10  0 

£818  12  7 


VEHICLE  MAINTENANCE. 

Each  cleansing  vehicle  is  retained  in  the  depot  for  cleaning  and 
general  maintenance  once  a fortnight.  The  drivers  are  responsible  for 
this  work  and  are  supervised  by  the  Council’s  maintenance  mechanic. 

During  1953  three  vehicles  were  completely  repainted.  Three  others 
in  need  of  repainting  will,  it  is  hoped,  receive  attention  shortly. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 

Number  of  Distributors  of  milk  registered  . . . . . . 13 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  or 

Sterilised  milk  . . . . . . . . 11 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice 

Cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 43 
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62  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  from  establishments  serving 
the  public  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Lincoln 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  number  of  samples  placed  in  each 
of  the  provisional  grades  is  shown  below  : 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 
24  23  13  2 


ICE  LOLLIES. 

10  samples  of  this  product  were  despatched  to  the  Laboratories 
and  the  results  were  as  follows  : 

Bact.  Coli  absent  Bact.  coli  present  Bact.  coli  (faecal)  present 
5 2 3 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  2 manufacturers.  In  both 
cases  follow-up  action  was  taken,  the  premises  were  visited  and  equipment 
inspected.  Certain  moulds  were  destroyed  and  more  stringent  precautions 
regarding  sterilisation  of  equipment  were  taken  on  the  advice  of  the 
Department.  Subsequent  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

Within  this  District  there  are  now  15  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  2 mobile 
Fried  Fish  vans.  Inspections  have  been  made  at  these  premises  during 
their  hours  of  business  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  satis- 
factory. 

SHOPS  AND  FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 


These  include  : 

60  General  Stores 
3 Greengrocers 
13  Confectioners 
16  Bakers 


15  Butchers 
3 Cafes 

3 Hotels  and  Restaurants 
6 Public  Houses  serving  food 


Routine  inspections  were  made  at  these  establishments. 


CONDEMNATION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  commodities  were  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  disposed  of  by  burying. 

Mutton  . . . . . . . . 190  lbs. 

Beef  . . . . . . . . . . 150  lbs. 

Raisins  . . . . . . . . . . 225  lbs. 
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In  addition  3 pig  carcases  and  all  oflfal  infected  with  Swine  Fever 
were  ordered  to  be  disposed  of  by  burying. 

FOOD  POISONING. 


Total 
number 
of  out- 
breaks 

Number 

of 

Cases 

(Number 

of 

Deaths 

Organisms 
or  other 
agents 
responsible 

Foods 

involved 

Remarks 

1 

7 

Nil 

Salmonella 

typhi- 

murium 

Owing  to  lapse 
of  time  between 
outbreak  and 
first  notification 
no  specimens  of 
food  were  avail- 
able for  analysis 

Outbreak  occurred 
amongst  persons  who 
attended  a dinner 
at  a hotel  in  the  Boro’ 
of  Boston  on  22nd 

May.  The  earliest 
notification  of  the  out- 
break was  on  the  6th 
June 

During  the  year,  there  were  other  isolated  instances  of  food  poisoning 
of  the  salmonella  group,  the  necessary  investigations  being  carried  out 
at  the  homes  of  the  affected  people. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  cases  quoted  above  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  Public  Health  Department  to  continue  to  exercise  vigilance  at  all 
premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Licences  were  renewed  for  7 Slaughterhouses,  none  of  which  is 
used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  though 
occasionally  the  slaughter  of  Householders  pigs  takes  place. 

All  home-killed  meat  delivered  to  butchers  in  the  Rural  District 
is  slaughtered  at  the  Boston  Borough  slaughterhouse  and  inspected  by 
that  Authority’s  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

There  is  a possibility  that  during  the  coming  year  private  slaughtering 
may  be  resumed.  A Working  Party  has  been  formed  and  is  at  present 
preparing  a report  for  consideration  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government. 
It  is  not  known  at  present  what  proposals  will  be  in  the  report. 


COUNTY  OF  HOLLAND  CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Clean  Food  Campaign  has  been  kept  alive  during  the  past 
year  and  after  thorough  inspection  two  further  establishments  were 
granted  certificates. 

Clean  Food  Certificates  are  now  held  by  the  undermentioned  : — 
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GENERAL  STORES. 


R.  C.  King,  Main  Road,  Benington. 

C.  G.  Martin,  Village,  Bicker. 

C.  R.  Johnson,  Holland  Fen 
A.  Lister,  Eastwood  Road,  Fishtoft. 

J.  Green,  Middlegate  Road,  Frampton. 

A.  A.  Cantwell,  Kirton  End. 

W.  E.  Wander,  Village,  Kirton. 

Boston  Equitable  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Kirton. 
Misses  A.  & D.  Hoyes,  Station  Road,  Kirton. 

T.  S.  Taylor,  Main  Road,  Leverton. 

C.  J.  Hammond,  Church  End,  Old  Leake. 

Mrs.  H.  Meyer,  Spalding  Road,  Sutterton. 

Boston  Equitable  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  Sutterton. 
H.  Luesby  & Son,  Market  Place,  Swineshead. 

F.  Greetham  & Son,  North  End,  Swineshead. 

C.  Stanhope,  Swineshead  Road,  Wigtoft. 

Walker  &.  Hall,  Main  Road,  Wrangle. 

J.  W.  Pearson,  Granville  Avenue,  Wyberton. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Solomon,  London  Road,  Wyberton. 

E.  Bontoft,  Post  Office,  Wrangle. 

K.  L.  Newell,  Priory  Road,  Fishtoft. 

A.  Reynolds  & Son,  Ltd.,  Butterwick. 

W.  H.  Waters,  Post  Office,  Fosdyke. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Pinion,  Church  End,  Old  Leake. 


CONFECTIONERS. 

A.  E.  Needham,  Halltoft  End,  Freiston. 


BAKERS. 

S.  Howsam,  Commonside,  Old  Leake. 

J.  West,  Drayton,  Swineshead. 

C.  E.  Smith  & Son,  South  Street,  Swineshead. 
M.  E.  Sands,  Rainwalls  Lane,  Sutterton. 
Messrs.  G.  & B.  Truman,  Village,  Sutterton, 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

J.  H.  Lineham,  Main  Road,  Fosdyke. 
T,  Cowham,  Village,  Kirton. 

Mrs.  N.  A.  Horton,  Leverton. 
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BUTCHERS. 

C.  Bontoft,  Main  Road,  Benington. 

W.  Dennis  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Frampton. 

J.  Watson,  Village,  Freiston. 

F.  Holland,  Commonside,  Old  Leake. 

J.  McCartney  & Sons,  Village,  Sutterton. 

S.  F.  Handson,  Main  Road,  Wrangle. 

J.  Dolby,  2 Eastwood  Road,  Fishtoft. 

HOTELS  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Burton  House  Hotel,  Wainfleet  Road,  Fishtoft. 

Mill  Hill  Restaurant,  Boston  Road,  Kirton. 

Coach  & Horses  Inn,  Main  Road,  Wrangle. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  one  factory  in  the  Council’s  District  which  operates  as  a 
Knacker’s  Yard.  Animal  matter  is  processed  into  fats  and  artificial 
manures.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the  management  to  ensure  that  the 
factory  does  not  create  a nuisance  and  the  machinery  in  use  and  method 
of  working  is  satisfactory. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  PEST  INFESTATION. 


RODENTS. 

Number  of  areas  treated  by  : 

(a)  Poisoning  ..  ..  ..  ..  218 

(b)  Gassing  . . . . . . . . 6 

Number  of  premises  treated  on  a chargeable  basis  11 

Number  of  premises  given  free  service  . . . . . . 213 

OTHER  PESTS  AND  VERMIN. 


Minor  infestations  of  Ants,  Weevils  and  Fleas  were  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Number  of  Moveable  Dwellings  licensed  : 

Caravans  . . . . . . . . 54 

Converted  buses  . . . . . . 4 

Sheds  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Number  of  vans  on  the  Council’s  Caravan  site 

at  Wyberton  . . . . . . 19 

Licensed  sites  for  Caravanners  . . . . . . 1 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 
AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  appointed  Petroleum  Officer 
under  the  Petroleum  Regulations. 

The  number  of  installations  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 


Below  500  gallons  . . . . 54 

500  to  1,000  gallons  ..  ..  ..  138 

Over  1,000  gallons  . . . . . . 20 

CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM. 

Below  8f  cwts.  . . . . . . . . 3 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

The  tables  below  give  particulars  of  inspections  made  and  the  defects 
found  at  factories  in  the  District  during  1953. 

Table  1.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

11 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

88 

55 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

99 

66 

2 

Nil 
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Table  2. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Nui 

Tiber  of  cast 
we 

:s  in  which  defects 
re  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted. 

Particulars 

Refer 

red 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

1 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : . . 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

8 

6 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE  — Section  34. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  appointed  officer  for  carrying 
out  inspections  at  factories  which  come  within  the  scope  of  this  section. 


OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the  District. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED 
OUT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  ADDITIONAL 
TO  THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

Housing  General  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  158 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Moveable  Dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Foodpoisoning  ..  ..  ..  ..  711 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 869 

Building  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Provision  of  Refuse  Bins  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . . . . . 270 

Public  Cleansing  Services  . . . . . . . . . . 579 

Insect  Pests  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Dyke  Pollution  and  overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . 260 
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